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He frequently conversed upon astronomy with mathema-
ticians ; upon anatomy with surgeons; upon medicine with
physicians; and with chymists upon the analysis of metals,
not as a superficial inquirer, but as a complete master.

But the hours of repose, that he employed so well, were
interrupted by a new information in the inquisition, where
a former acquaintance produced a letter, written by him,
irx ciphers, in which he said, " that he detested the court
of Rome, and that no preferment was obtained there, but
by dishonest means." This accusation, however dangerous,
was passed over, on account of his great reputation, but
made such impression on that court, that he was afterward
denied a bishoprick by Clement the eighth. After these
difficulties were surmounted, father Paul again retired to
his solitude, where he appears, by some writings drawn up
by him at that time, to, have turned his attention more to
improvements in piety than learning. Such was the care
with which he read the scriptures, that, it being his cus-
tom to draw a line under any passage which he intended
more nicely to consider, there was not a single word in
his New Testament but was underlined; the same marks
of attention appeared in his Old Testament, Psalter, and
Breviary.

But the most active scene of his life began about the
year 1615, when pope Paul the fifth, exasperated by some
decrees of the senate of Venice, that interfered with the
pretended rights of the church, laid the whole state under
an interdict,

The senate, filled with indignation at this treatment,
forbade the bishops to receive or publish the pope's bulh;
and, convening the rectors of the churches, commanded
them to celebrate divine service in the accustomed mari-
ner, with which most of them readily complied; but the
Jesuits, and some others, refusing, were, by a solemn edict,
expelled the state.

Both parties having proceeded to extremities, em-
ployed their ablest writers to defend their measures: on
the pope's side, among others, cardinal Bellarmine en-